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text is published of a bill to "control citizens in wartime." The
circulation of private vehicles using gasoline is to cease on
June i except for those with special permits. Giovanni An-
saldo, in his weekly broadcast to the armed forces, says:
"Hitler has broken the steel ring round Germany. So we,
under the guidance of the Duce, will break the bonds impris-
oning Italians in the Mediterranean.'9 Virginio Gayda boasts
that Italian "non-belligerency" is forcing the Allies to keep
about 1,200,000 men idle on the borders of Italy and her
colonies, as well as in the Near East, and notes that "this is
solid, silent help which Italy has given Germany during these
eight months of war." The word heard on every side in Rome
is that Italy will enter the war between June 10 and 20. By
then, it is said, the Germans will have taken Paris and have
their major offensive against England well under way.
President Roosevelt, in a radio address to the nation on the
state of the national defense, assures the country that whatever
may be needed will be done to secure the armed defenses of
the United States at this time, when the world "is threatened
by forces of destruction." He says the United States will build
its defenses to whatever heights the future may require, and
voices confidence that it will not have to abandon its demo-
cratic way of life in the effort to match the strength of the
aggressors.
MAY 27
The area occupied by the Allies in the north is being steadily
constricted. Their armies are forced to abandon the salient
which they have maintained at Valenciennes and retreat north-